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I. Overview

· This pathfinder offers an introduction to the topic of international animal law.  It is intended to aid those individuals, including law students, who are interested in the rights of animals worldwide and wish to learn more about this subject area.  This pathfinder is not authoritative and does not include all of the resources available on the ever expanding subject of international animal law.   

II. Introductory Texts

· Council of Europe. (2006). Animal welfare. Ethical eye. Strasbourg: Council of Europe Pub. (Covers animal rights issues involving transportation, pet animals, pets and religion, and animal rights in Europe, including the Swedish approach, the example of Slovenia, Spain: a non-protectionist country, and France and its animal rights issues.)
· Wilkins, D. B. (1997). Animal welfare in Europe:  European legislation and concerns. International environmental law and policy series. London: Kluwer Law International. (Includes the areas of concern of animal welfare in Europe and legislation and judgments related to animal welfare matters.)
· Sunstein, C. R., & Nussbaum, M. C. (2004). Animal rights current debates and new directions. Oxford: Oxford University Press. (Contains a discussion of issues including what is animal rights and the debate over whether animals are property or persons.)
· Radford, M. (2001). Animal welfare law in Britain regulation and responsibility. Oxford [England]: Oxford University Press. (Includes information on the law and legislation of animal welfare in Great Britain.)
III. List of Key Abbreviations
· HSUS (The Humane Society of the United States)

· HIS (Humane Society International)

· ASPCA (The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals)

· WSPA (World Society for the Protection of Animals)

· NIFAA (National Institute for Animal Advocacy)

· ISAR (International Society for Animal Rights)

IV. Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, and Directories
· Encyclopedia of animal rights and animal welfare. (Contains information on animal rights and welfare, including issues, controversies, significant historical figures, and ideologies related to the treatment of animals.)
· Encyclopedia of bioethics. (Includes a variety of ethical and legal issues such as animal research, animal welfare and rights, pet and companions animals, hunting, and animals in agriculture and factory farming.)
· World Animal Net Directory.  (Online directory of the animal protection groups around the world, including over 16,000 listings.)
· Animal Rights. (Online directory to subjects, news, organizations, etc. relating to the topic of animal rights.)  
V. Treaties
· Treaties. (Includes international agreements affecting animals worldwide.)

· International Treaty Listing. (Lists international treaties regarding the welfare of animals.)
· List of EU Laws on Animal Welfare. (Includes a list of EU laws relating to farm animals, wildlife, laboratory animals, and companion animals.) 
VI. Principal Institutions Involved
· The Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). (The NGO’s goal is to “work to reduce suffering and to create meaningful social change for animals by advocating for sensible public policies, investigating cruelty and working to enforce existing laws, educating the public about animal issues, joining with corporations on behalf of animal-friendly policies, and conducting hands-on programs that make ours a more humane world.”)
· European Union (EU) (This IGO, from 2006-2010, is “planning general measures aimed at ensuring animal welfare and protection. The measures will focus on improving standards, developing research and indicators, informing professionals and consumers and taking action at international level.”)
· The Council of Europe (CoE) (IGO that “created the first international legal instruments laying down ethical principles for the transport, the farming, the slaughtering of animals as well as for their use for experimental purposes and as pet” and the CoE continues to work towards improving animal welfare at an international level.)
· World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE). (One of the IGO’s objectives is “to provide a better guarantee of food of animal origin and to promote animal welfare through a science-based approach.”)
VII. Legislation
· Federal Statutes (Lists all of the United States federal statutes regarding the rights of animals in the United States.)

· World Materials. (Contains links to the laws of several countries concerning animal rights.)
VIII. Case Law
· Databases

1. Westlaw (PASSWORD Required): Directory >> Topical Practice Areas >> Animal Law >> Animal Law Cases (US cases) 
2. Animal Legal and Historical Center. (Includes free versions of over 800 full text cases (US, Historical and UK) on animal law.) 
IX. Journals 
· Selected Titles

1. Journal of animal law and ethics. Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Law School.  (Includes articles on the most current and urgent issues concerning animal law and ethics.)
a. Heinonline (PASSWORD Required) >> Libraries >> Law Journal Library 
b. Westlaw (PASSWORD Required)  >> databases >> JANLETH
2. Journal of animal law. Lansing, MI: Michigan State University College of Law. (Contains articles on the “legal and public policy issues surrounding animals at all levels of government: local, state, national, comparative national and international.”)

a. Heinonline (PASSWORD Required) >> Libraries >> Law Journal Library 
3. Animal Law. Portland, OR: Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark College.  (Includes articles on animal related issues.)
a. Heinonline (PASSWORD Required) >> Libraries >> Law Journal Library 
b. Westlaw (PASSWORD Required)  >> databases >>  ANIMALL
4. Journal of International Wildlife Law and Policy.  The Hague, Netherlands: Kluwer Law International. (Contains articles on the international issues regarding wildlife species.)
a. Westlaw (PASSWORD Required)  >> databases >>  JINTWLAW
· Indexes
1. WorldLII >> Categories >> International >> Treaties & International Agreements >> By Subject >> Environment (Index of international treaties online including treaties on endangered and migratory species and a link to international treaties on animal welfare.)
· Key articles 
1. International Comparative Animal Cruelty Laws. (Article that compares animal cruelty laws relating to companion animals and farm animals in Europe and the United States.)
2. Introduction to Animal Rights. (Overview of the past, present, and future of animal rights and issues.)
3. “Word Leader”—at What Price? A Look at Lagging American Animal Protection Laws. (Article proving that American animal laws are way behind the animal laws of the rest of the world.)
X. Secondary sources
· Treatises by Experts

1. Achor, A. B. (1996). Animal rights: a beginner's guide : a handbook of issues, organizations, actions, and resources. Yellow Springs, Ohio: WriteWare. (Guide to animal rights issues such as violence towards animals, companion animals, research, education, and animal advocacy groups.)
2. Sherry, C. J. (1994). Animal rights: a reference handbook. Contemporary world issues. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO. (Handbook containing animal rights litigation in the United States.)
3. Clough, C. E., & Kew, B. (1993). The animal welfare handbook. London: Fourth Estate. (Handbook on various animal law issues including legislation in the UK and legislation worldwide.) 
4. Westlaw (PASSWORD Required): Directory >> Topical Practice Areas >> Animal Law >> Practice Materials, Journals & Law Reviews
· Authoritative Commentary
1. Animal Welfare in Europe: achievements and future prospects.  (The Council of Europe, the OIE, and the European Union “commit to providing mutual support and cooperating on all aspects of animal welfare, from the elaboration of legislation, to the training of veterinary professionals and para-professionals, to raising public awareness of the societal value of animal welfare.”  They also agree to assist countries to “comply with, develop, or enforce animal welfare laws, standards and guidelines at a national level.”)

XI. Blogs
· ANIMALBLOG.CO.UK. (Blog containing current animal issues worldwide.)
· Animal Ethics. (Blog on the issue of the moral status of animals.)
· BlawgSearch. (Search “animal law” in the search box.) 
XII. Multimedia – one of each would be great
· Video

1. Israel Protects Animal Rights. (Video that discusses the ceremony held by the Israeli parliament to sign a treaty for the protection of animals against mistreatment, violence, hunger, and imprisonment.)
2. WSPA Universal Declaration Petition. (Video discussing how to join the petition for the UN Declaration on animal welfare through the WSPA.)

· Audio

· Animal Rights. (Radio discussion with well-known Rutgers law professor Gary Francione author of Introduction to Animal Rights:  Your Child or the Dog?)
· PowerPoint

1. Role, importance, and overview of the Council of Europe on animal welfare legislation. (PPT on the role that the Council of Europe has played in animal welfare legislation, as well as the history and description of important international treaties relating to animal rights.)

· Podcasts

1. Animal Wise Radio Podcast. (Free Podcast discussing animal topics, such as the pet food issue and the subject of animal law in India where animal welfare is guaranteed in the constitution.)
2. Lewis & Clark Law School Podcasts. (Includes free podcasts on various legal topics, especially that of animal law.)

XIII. RSS feed
· International Fund for Animal Welfare RSS Feed. (RSS feeds from the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) which works to improve the welfare of wild and domestic animals worldwide.)

XIV. Tutorials
· Animal Rights Law. (PASSWORD Required) (CALI lesson on Puppy Mills and the Animal Welfare Act.)

XV. Research Guides    
· Georgetown Law Library International & Foreign Animal Law Research Guide. (Good research guide on animal law worldwide that was helpful in researching this topic.)
XVI. Example
· A client comes to you asking if there is a puppy mill prohibition in the EU, what resources should she consult?
· First, I recommend that the client consult the text Animal welfare which includes animal rights issues in Europe.  I also encourage her to look at the book Animal welfare in Europe:  European legislation and concerns as it discusses animal welfare specifically in Europe and the text also includes legislation and judgment from Europe on this area of law.    
· Second, the client definitely needs to look at the List of EU Laws on Animal Welfare for the topic of puppy mills and the European Union’s website for any additional news on puppy mills in the EU.  The client should also consult the International Treaty Listing and search the Animal Legal & Historical Web Center for puppy mills in the EU because there are resources available underneath this website, including articles on this subject.  
· Lastly, the client might want to consult the CALI lesson Animal Rights Law (Password required) on puppy mills to help her with researching this topic.

XVII. Conclusion
· There is a lot of information regarding the subject of international animal law.  Some countries have made attempts to provide various rights to animals, but a lot of countries are way behind the growing movement to protect animals worldwide.  The best place to look for animal law resources is the Animal Legal & Historical Web Center, since this website contains extensive information on world laws, United States laws, and a large number of animal issues by subject and species.
XVIII. Suggestions for further reading

· Universal Declaration for the Welfare of Animals.  (Proposed declaration seeking to prove that animals are sentient beings, capable of suffering and experiencing pain, and identify the importance of animal rights worldwide.  The Governments of Kenya, India, Philippines, Costa Rica and the Czech Republic are officially backing the promotion of the Declaration.)

· Animal Legal & Historical Web Center.  (This website containing numerous international animal laws and issues pertaining to animal rights is continuously updated.)
